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DATE: January 12,2017

TITLE OF RESOLUTION: AN ACTION RELATING TO RESC RCES AND
DEVELOPMENT AND NAABIK’{YATI’COMMITTEES; RESPECTFULLY REQUESTING
THE UNITED NATIONS TO CONDUCT A FIELD HEARING REGARDING THE IMPACTS
OF HYDRAULIC FRACTURING

PURPOSE: This resolution if approved will supports and recommends having the United
Nations observe, document and conduct a :ld hearing for the purpose of exploring the impacts
of hydraulic fracking.

This written summary does not address recommended amendments as may be provided by
the standing committee. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests each committee
member to review the proposed legislation in detail.
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We, the Diné, the people of the Great Covenant, are the image of our ancestors; and we are created in
connection with all creation. Diné Bi Beehaz’aanii Bitsi Silei, the Holy People ordained, through songs
and prayers, so that Earth and universe embodied thinking, water and the sacred mountains embodied, air
and variegated vegetation embody life, fire, light, and offering sites of variegated sacred stones all of
which embody wisdom. These are the fundamental tenets established. Thinking is the foundation of
planning. Life is the foundation of wisdom. Upon our creation, these were instituted within us and we
embody them. Accordingly, we are identified by: our Diné name, our clan, our language, our life way, our
shadow, and our footprints. ~ erefore, we were calle the Holy Earth-Surface-Pe le. From here, growth
began and the journey proceeds. Different thinking, planning, life ways, languages, beliefs, and laws
appear among us; but the fundament. laws placed by the Holy People remain unchanged. Hence, as we
were create  with living soul, we remain Diné forever; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The Diné Hataalii Association hereby supports the official request to the United Nation’s
Observers for the purpose of fact finding and to host a field hearing in the sacred regions of Dinétah --
place of emergence;

2. The Diné Medicine Man Association is in support of recommendations to the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, under the Department of the Interior, to conduct a federal inter-agency field hearing on the
hydraulic fracturing with: USEPA Region 9, Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Agency for
Toxic Disease Control Registry, Bureau of Land Management, Chaco Canyon National Park Staff, New
Mexico Oil and Gas Division, Navajo Nation Health, Education, Human Services Committee, Navajo
Resources Committee, and the Indian Allottee-Land Owners and other re  insible and/or vested parties
or parties with a legitimate stake hold; and That upon the completion of the inter-agency field hearing, a
report be written and submitted with testimonies and a detailed proposed plan of action by the lead
responsible party within the BIA O ce headquarters in Washington, D.C., so as to ensure unbiased
reporting and so that the Eastern Navajo BIA Superintendent is not tainted with bias and self-interest.
Further recommending that the field hearing will be coordinated with the Leadership and
traditional/ecological knowledge of the Diné Hataatii Association and that this hearing occurs with
immediate urgency

CERTIFICATION

We hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by the Dine Hataalii Association,

Inc., at a duly called meeting at the residence of Anson Etsittv. in Many Farms, Arizana, at which a

auorum was present and that same was passed by a vote of _ _in favor, __ opposed and
3, 2016.
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Fire, light, and offering sites of variegated sacred stones embody wisdom.

These are the fundamental tenets established.

Thinking is the foundation of planning.

Life 1s the foundation of wisdom.

Upon our creation, these were instituted within us and we embody them.

Accordingly, we are identified by:

Our Dine' name,

Our clan,

Our language,

Our life way,

Our shadow,

Our footprints.

Therefore, we were called the Holy Earth-Surface-People.

From here growth began and the journey proceeds.

Different thinking, planning, life ways, languages, beliefs, and laws appear among us,

But the fundamental laws placed by the Holy People remain unchanged.

Hence, as we were created with living soul, we remain Dine' forever.

[Editor's note: An illustration of Mother Earth and Father Universe is omitted here. It is two
circular maps, showing the Navajo Sacred Mountains, with a circular map of the White World
below, and a map of the Glittering World above. The Glittering World is shown to be within a

dome with the Sun at the apex, and the Moon and stars outside the dome.]

§ 2. Dine' Bi Beenahaz'aanii

The Dine' bi beenahaz'aanii embodies Diyin bitsaadee beehaz'aanii (Traditional Law), Diyin
Dine'e bitsaadee beehaz'aanii (Customary Law), Nahasdzaan doo Yadilhil bitsaadee beehaz'aanii
(Natural Law), and Diyin Nohookaa Dine' bi beehaz'aanii (Common Law).













F. The rights and freedoms of the people to the use of the sacred elements of life as mentioned
above and to the use of the land, natural resources, sacred sites and other living beings must be
accomplished through the proper protocol of respect and offering and these practices must be
protected and preserved for they are the foundation of our spiritual ceremonies and the Dine' life
way; and

G. It is the duty and responsibility of the Dine' to protect and preserve the beauty of the natural
world for future generations.

§ 6. Diyin Nohookaa Dine' Bi Beehaz'aanii-Dine' Common Law
The Dine' Common Law declares and teaches that:

A. The knowledge, wisdom, and practices of the people must be developed and exercised in
harmony with the values and principles of the Dine' Bi Beenahaz'aanii; and in turn, the written
laws of the Navajo Nation must be developed and interpreted in harmony with Dine' Common
Law; and

B. The values and principles of Dine' Common Law must be recognized, respected, honored and
trusted as the motivational guidance for the people and their leaders in order to cope with the
complexities of the changing world, the need to compete in business to make a living and the
establishment and maintenance of decent standards of living; and

C. The values and principles of Dine' Common Law must be used to harness and utilize the
unlimited interwoven Dine' knowledge, with our absorbed knowledge from other peoples. This
knowledge is our tool in exercising and exhibiting self-assurance and self-reliance in enjoying
the beauty of happiness and harmony; and

Dine' Original Law Structure

[Editor's note: A "table of organization" chart is omitted here. It shows (in Navajo and English)
the People at the top; under which are the leaders; "laws" in general are below the leaders; and
the laws are divided into the sub-classification boxes of Traditional Law, Customary Law,
Natural Law, and Common Law.]







private access to their sacred places (Article 12); (2) strengthen their spiritual relationships
with traditionally used lands (Article 25); and (3) determine their own development priorities
and strategies through free, prior, and informed consent (Article 32); and

Under current laws, rules, and regulations, the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs, the U.S. Bureau
of Land Management, The State of New Mexico Department of Energy, Minerals, and Natural
Resources Oil Conservation Division, and the Navajo Nation Historic Preservation Division
should have individually and collectively notified the Dine’ Medicine Men’s Association, Inc.
and the Eastern Navajo Agency of 31 Chapters of the proximity to sacred sites in Dine’ tah of
the Fracking and Drilling locations. As well, these governmental agencies should have
perform  the inspections, hearings, and investigations required of them under the laws of

due process and equal protection.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1.

The Dine’ Medicine Men’s Association, Inc. supports the Dine’ tah and Eastern Navajo Agency
31 Chapters’ request to stopt  Fracking and Drilling that is desecrating, defiling, and
despoiling the sacred sites in and around the area of the Dine’ tah and in and on the Eastern

Navajo Agency Chapters.

The C Companies’ business development is threatening further extinction of the Dine’ Way
of Life by bringing disharmony to the spirits on the sacred sites, and that development
impedes the rights of the traditional members to make their ceremonial offerings at the
sacred sites and where the sacred Herbs grow and are picked for healing.

The Medicine People as leaders, are ethically and justly obligated to protect, serve, and heal
with ceremonies, and to protect their people from all harm and danger on the Dine’ land
(Dine’ Bikeya). As such leaders, the Medicine People demand that the BIA, the BLM, the New
Mexico State OCD, the New Mexico Counties and the New Mexico and Navajo Nation Historic
Preservation Departments perform the duties required of them by law to assist the Eastern
Navajo Agency of 31 Chapters in safeguarding our sacred sites and Dine’ way of life.

Therefore, let it be known that we, the members of the Dine’ Medicine Men’s Association are
taking the position that there must be an immediate and permanent moratorium issued
against all further extractive activities by commercial or government energy entities in and
around Dine’ tah and the Eastern Navajo Agency of 31 Chapters; and we, as Medicine People
take this stance to safe guard the sacred sites with our prayers for our present and future

generations.

CERTIFICATE

We hereby certify that the foregoing resolution of the Dine’ Medicine Men’s
Association, Inc., was duly considered by the Association and Board of Directors at a
duly called meeting at *'-~-fano Mesa, Dzilth-na-o-dith-hie New Mexico, at which a




quorum was present, and that the same was approved by the vote o* ™~ in favor, -0-
Opposed and ~-Abstained on the 11 day of October 2015..

Motioned by Bruce Chavez, BOD Seconded by Etta Arviso, BOD
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Virginfa L. Edgewater, Secretary/Treasurer
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