
DA TE: April 24, 2023 

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY SHEET 
TrackingNo. OOC/2-~3 

TITLE OF RESOLUTION: AN ACTION RELATING TO THE NAABIK'iYATI' 
COMMITTEE; CONFIRMING THE SPEAKER OF THE 25TH NAVAJO NATION 
COUNCIL'S APPOINTMENTS TO THE NAABIK'iYATI' COMMITTEE'S GAMING 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

PURPOSE: This resolution, if approved, will appoint and confirm the Speaker of the 25th Navajo 
Nation Council's Appointments to the Naabik'iyati' Committee's Gaming Subcommittee. 

This written summary does not address recommended amendments as may be provided by 
the standing committee. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests each Council Delegate 
to review the proposed resolution in detail. 

OLC No. 23-147-1 
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PROPOSED ST ANDING COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

25th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - First Year, 2023 

INTRODUCED BY 

TRACKING NO. ooq 7. - 1- 3 

AN ACTION 

RELATING TO THE NAABIK'IYATI' COMMITTEE; CONFIRMING THE 

SPEAKER OF THE 25T11 NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL'S APPOINTMENTS TO 

THE NAABIK'IYATI' COMMITTEE'S GAMING SUBCOMMITTEE 

BE IT ENACTED: 

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY 

A. The Naabik'iyati' Committee is established as a standing committee of the Navajo 

Nation Council. 2 N.N.C. §700(A). 

B. The Naabik'iyati' Committee, as a Standing Committee, has the authority to establish 

a subcommittee subject to the requirements of2 N.N.C. §186. 

C. The Naabik'iyati' Committee of the 24th Navajo Nation Council established the 

Naabik'iyati' Committee Gaming Subcommittee through the adoption of Resolution 

No. NABIJY-37-19, incorporated herein as Exhibit A. 

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS 

A. The Naabik'iyati' Committee established the Gaming Subcommittee to negotiate all 

related issues regarding the separate gaming compacts the Navajo Nation has with the 
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State of Arizona and the State of New Mexico respectively and to address related 

issues to protect Navajo gaming. Exhibit A [Section Three (A)]. 

B. Pursuant to NABIJY-37-19, the Gaming Subcommittee shall exist until it's assigned 

tasks are completed. Exhibit A [Section Five]. The Gaming Subcommittee tasks are 

not completed as there are still outstanding issues related to the State of Arizona and 

State of New Mexico gaming compacts. 

C. The Naabik'iyati' Committee Gaming Subcommittee shall consist of three (3) 

members who represent Chapters located in the State of Arizona and three (3) 

members who represent Chapters located in the State of New Mexico and two (2) at­

large members. The Navajo Nation Council Speaker shall appoint Delegates to serve 

on the subcommittee. The appointed Delegates serve at the pleasure of the 

Naabik'iyati' Committee. Exhibit A [Section Three (C)]. 

SECTION THREE. APPOINTMENT AND CONFIRMATION 

A. The Speaker of the 25th Navajo Nation Council hereby appoints and the Naabik'iyati' 

Committee hereby confirms the following Delegates to serve, at the pleasure of the 

Naabik'iyati' Committee, on the Naabik'iyati' Committee's Gaming Subcommittee: 

1. Hon. from Arizona; 

2. Hon. from Arizona; 

3. Hon. from Arizona; 

4. Hon. from New Mexico; 

5. Hon. from New Mexico; 

6. Hon. from New Mexico; 

7. Hon. (At-Large); and 

8. Hon. (At-Large). 

See Exhibit B. 

SECTION FOUR. SUBCOMMITTEE TERM 
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The Naabik'iyati' Committee Gaming Subcommittee shall exist until it's assigned tasks 

are completed and shall report its recommendations to the Naabik'iyati' Committee, 

pursuant to 2 N.N.C. § 186. 

SECTION FIVE. DIRECTIVES 

A. The Speaker's Chief of Staff shall assign one policy analyst to assist the Naabik'iyati' 

Committee's Gaming Subcommittee. 

B. The Office of Legislative Service's Executive Director shall assign two Office of 

Legislative Services staff to assist the Naabik'iyati' Committee's Gaming 

Subcommittee. 

C. The Speaker shall determine a Subcommittee budget and identify the funds. 
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NABIJY-37-19 

RESOLUTION OF THE 
NAABIK'fYATI' STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE 

24~ NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL -- First Year, 2019 

AN ACTION 

EXHIBIT 

II 
RELATING TO NAABIK'IYATI' COMMITTEE; APPROVING THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE NAABIK' IYATI' COMMITTEE'S GAMING SUBCOMMITTEE AND THE 
SPEAKER OF THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL'S APPOINTMENTS TO THE 
NAABIK'IYATI' COMMITTEE'S GAMING SUBCOMMITTEE 

BE IT ENACTED: 

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY 

A. The Naabik' iyati' Committee· of the Navajo Nation Council is a 
Standing Committee of the Navajo Nation Council. 2 N.N.C. § 
7 00. 

B. TheNaabik'iyati' Committee, as a Standing Committee, has the 
authority to establish a subcommittee subject to the 
requirement~ of 2 N.N.C. §186. 

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS 

A. TheNaabik'iyati' Committee of the Navajo Nation Council finds 
it to be in the best interest of the Navajo People to establish 
the Naabi k' iyati' Commit tee's Gaming Subcommittee to represent 
the best interests of the Navajo Nation in all matters related 
to gaming on the Navajo Nation. 

SECTION THREE. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NAABIK' IYATI ' COMMITTEE GMUNG 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

A. The Naabik'iyati' Committee hereby establishes the 
Naabik'iyati' Committee's Gaming Subcommittee to negotiate the 
all related issues regarding the separate gaming compacts the 
Navajo Nation has with the State of Arizona and the State of 
New Mexico respectively and to address related issues to 
protect Navajo gaming. 

B. The Naabik'iyati' Committee Gaming Subcommittee shall: 
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NABIJY-37-19 

1. Work in cooperation and in coordination with the Navajo 
Nation President, Attorney General, and the Navajo Nation 
Gaming Enterprise or the designees from these 
respective offices and entity; and 

2. Report monthly to the Speaker of the Navajo Nation Council 
on the Subcommittee's activities; and 

3. Transfer information and recommendations to the Speaker 
of the Navajo Nation Council, the Naabik'iyati' Committee, 
appropriate Navajo Nation Standing Committees, and 
appropriate Legislative Branch boards, commissions, 
agencies and programs; and 

4. Submit to the Naabik'iyati' Committee 
approval any and all proposed amendments 
which are the result -Of su~h negotiation. 

for review and 
and/or compacts 

c. The Naabik I iyati' Committee Gaming Subcommittee shall consist 
of three members who represent Chapters located in the State 
of Arizona and three members who represent Chapters located 
in the State of New Mexico and two (2) at-large members. The 
Navajo Nation Council Speaker shall appoint Delegates to serve 
on the subcommittee. The appointed Delegates serve at the 
pleasure of the Naabik'iyati' Committee. 

SECTION FOUR. APPOINTMENT 

A. TheSpeaker of the Navajo Nation Council hereby appoints and 
the Naabik' iyati' Committee hereby approves the following 
Delegates to serve, at the pleasure of the Naabik' iyati' 
Committee, on the Naabik'iyati' Committee's Gaming 
Subcommittee: 

1. Honorable Paul Begay - Arizona; 

2. Honorable Eugenia Charles-Newton - New Mexico; 

3. Honorable Pernell Halona - New Mexico; 

4. Honorable Otto Tso - Arizona; 
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NABJ:JY-37-19 

5. Honorable Thomas Walker, Jr. - Arizona; 

6. Honorable Jamie Henio - New Mexico; 

7. Honorable Jimmy Yellowhair - At-Large; 

8 • Honorable Elmer P. Begay - At-Large. 

See Exhibit A. 

B. TheNaabik'iyati' Committee's Gaming Subcommittee may include 
members of the Executive Branch with the Navajo Nation 
President's recommended appointments serving on the 
Subcommittee, including but not limited to Navajo Gaming 
Regulatory Office and the Navajo Nation Gamirig Enterprise. 

C. TheNaabik'iyati' Committee's Gaming Subcommittee by majority· 
vote shall select a chairperson and vice-chairperson at their 
first meeting. The chairperson and vice-chairperson shall 
serve at the Subcommittee's pleasure; replacement by majority 
vote. 

D. The Naabik' iyati' Committee's Gaming Subcommittee shall 
establish a regular meeting day(s) of the month and shall meet 
more frequently during tribal-state compact negotiations. Due 
to the economic importance of the compact negotiation work, 
Subcommittee members absent from two or more meetings may be 
replaced at the recommendation of the Chair of the 
Subcommittee. 

E. The Naabik' iyati' Committee's Gaming Subcommittee may retain 
a legal consultant through the Office of the Speaker to render 
legal advice regarding negotiations. 

SECTION FIVE. SUBCOMMITTEE TERM 

The Naabik' iyati' Committee Gaming Subcommittee shall exist 
until it's assigned tasks are completed and shall report its 
recommendations to the Naabik'iyati' Committee, pursuant to 2 
N.N.C. § 186. 
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SECTION SIX. DIRECTIVES 

A. The Speaker's Chief of Staff shall assign one policy analyst 
to assist the Naabik'iyati' Committee's Gaming Subcommittee. 

B. TheLegislative Service's Executive Director shall assign two 
Office of Legislative Services staffers to assist the 
Naabik'iyati' Committee's Gaming Subcommittee. 

C. The Speaker shall determine a subcommittee budget and identify 
the funds. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, hereby, certify that the foregoing resolution was duly 
co.nsidered by the Naabik' iyati' Committee of the 24 th Navajo Nation 
Council at a duly called meeting in Window Rock, Navajo Nation 
(Arizona), at which a quorum was present and that the same was 
passed by a vote of 13 in Favor, and 00 Opposedr on this ll~h day 
of July 2019. 

Honorable Daniel E. Tso, Chairman Pro Tern 
Naabik'iyati' Committee 

Motion: Honorable Vince James 
Second: Honorable Pernell Halona 

Chairman Pro Tern Daniel E. Tso ~ot voting 
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EXHIBIT 

24TH NAVAJO NATION C 
ll 

OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER 

TO: 

HONORABLE SETH DAMON 
Speaker, 24th Navajo Nation Council 

MEMORANDUM 

Honorable Paul Begay. Deleg&te (AZ) /" . 

Honorabl~ EugeQia~~~ahes N~wtonJ q~l~gp(e {N/vf J 
Hono{~ble, P~rr\E:11 _HalondtDeTeg6te {NM) S /' 
Honorable'qtt0Js9:petegate (AZ) p.:·::· ... <, · 
HbJio~dbJeJhomds·.wo1ker. Jr., Delegafii{AZ):::·.,,,:~>. 

,. ·· Hqnoraptef:Jarnie Hf:t1,!o;::De1egota)(f-[M,J ,.: . . . . 
' ,,,1' __ ·1-t" ,"': t: \> t, ',; t.i.\.~'l'JJ f~',.#1, 

:p,.,,,, ;:-•J.r.>/<\,•' ·¾,,,,,,J· . ,.,,.f,,0\-'": 
,t~, ::,,:# ·,·✓··, . " ~ 

-,.~':' _,/ ~{"" .i'' 

# i ~ -· ----.. ~!:::'.'.:=~.-.' ;;_..,~___::·,!..·· -

is.et,h c;iru~n. . . er / "'', .. ".,. 
,"; 241H NAVAJO NAtlON COUNCIL' 

' (/'t !~<:~ 
DATE: :· r June~25, 20\9 ,t 1_ , .'. 1· f. • .... ~ \.' • i l ·. \ 

l ' '¾. • ' I 11 •. 

SUBJECT:, I i Appolntme~tto·Naabik'fyatl',.,Cori'lmllt;e Gcsm1ng Subcomm\Je~; 

·· .. , \~.:\\ l''. :: :---. ;..,\·J.~-·- i,/}: lt''<· 
The,,n1~_rpor9~dum serv~S'ClS, bfficial notificatio'n that you are t1fireby appbln!ed tb fhe" 
Gaming.Sul::fco11:mlttee 9f the ,Navajo Nation Council f\laabik'fy¢1l' Corpp1ittce'., ... · ., 

,, , \'.-.,.' ·l ,, '" ,::t/f• Ji .. , ,'t\~ l~t!if_,. l,;,,,,,,,,,,""'"'J,.,, 

The p0rp~s~ ,~(\heSub9bmrriiHceis to·negotiat~ OPP[O~riate dmen9rbJn·ts Jcfcurrent .. ,. '" \ . . . .. . ,, 
gaming j;ompo9·f~ iQ theStotes o_f A,rizona and Ne~, MexJco;,:. /. ,/ ,z ,.· . 

. .-~- x-,, \r.~~- ,.\::~\,. ~:.•,,•· "i • .i··,,/•:,,) ,.1,,•"'~i.< /f\,,··J•"~·:.,:··.· .Rl. ··,, 
With excit,in'g ne-.y developments }n ft1o gaming industry. itlsvitaMhat yqlJ cdrry forth this 
Important resp6lisibilify.:o·n qehalf 'of 1he)Javajo 't~atlon. ,,.,••~~<::·?:> .· \ .. · !:, "' \,: .. ~'~'•.:': ·,,. ,, ,. , ... , .. , .,.,,.~ ,,,..~~"(."'t";.,..,,,>-,.\~1f,';,,,~"-<~. • ,..r,,) 

Your Subcommitvie.p~sitio'h ~e~os.ot. l!:e,p!~~~ur~?t1h,~J.fa9§ik!'.yati' Cc:>,mmlltee . 
.;...- f . ''. · . ,,;; <' . · ... . . , ': '~•:-·~--~,-- c• ".'' .. >. • :;"".. , .it· "· 

Thank you for occepfing 1hi:::-'importc:mt responsiollity~--~ ..... .,.., .. 
, ! , -. } .,..".,. .,. . .,.. ... ~"'!' ... ["., l , 

If you have any questions, plepsc cont9ct ~hief pf St~ff 
1
LciS~awna Tso at (928) 871-7160 

or lr.t~o@navajo-ns11,g9v. · · · '\ "" 

L[GISLATIVE BRANCH 
Office of the Spcal-.cr • Po~t Oflii:;c Oo,c J 390 • \vindm, Rnck, Arizona 8651, • rh: (928) 871-7160 • fax: (928) 1171-7255 



CRYSTALYNE CURLEY LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 
SPEAKER NAVAJO NATION 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

Honorable, Council Delegate Helena Nez Begay (AZ) 
Honorable, Council Delegate Otto Tso (AZ) 
Honorable, Council Delegate Casey Allen Johnson (AZ) 
Honorable, Council Delegate Steven R. Arviso (NM) 
Honorable, Council Delegate Norman M. Begay (NM) 
Honorable, Council Delegate Eugenia Charles-Newton (NM) 
Honorable, Council Delegate Shaandiin Parrish (At-Large) 
Honorable, Council Delegate Brenda Jesus (At-Large) 

c~~ 
Crystalyne Curley, Speaker 
25th Navajo Nation Council 

April 21, 2023 

EXHIBIT 

B 

Subject: Appointment to Naabik'iyati' Committee Gaming Subcommittee 

This memorandum shall serve as official Notification that you are hereby appointed to the 
Naabik'iyati' Gaming Subcommittee of the 25th Navajo Nation Council - Naabik'iyati' 
Committee. 

The purpose of the subcommittee is to negotiate any proposed amendments to the 
current gaming compacts in the State of Arizona and New Mexico. The gaming industry 
continues to evolve and it is vital that you carry forth this important responsibility on behalf 
of the Navajo Nation. Your subcommittee position serves at the pleasure of the 
Naabik'iyati' Committee. Thank you in advance for accepting this important responsibility. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chief of Staff, Manuel Rico, Jr. at (928) 871-
7160 or at mrico@navajo-nsn.gov 

Cc: Dana Bobroff, Chief Legislative Counsel 
Manuel Rico, Jr., Chief of Staff 
Jared Touchin, Deputy Chief of Staff 
Michele Cook, Acting OLS Executive Director 

OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER I P.O. Box 3390 I WINoow RocK, ARIZONA 86515 I PH: (928) 871-7160 I FAX: (928) 871-7255 
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qff,ce <if Legislative Counsel 
Telephone: (928) 871-7166 
Fw: No.: (928) 871-7576 

,,.~ iitl 111,,Lll 1 111\ 
--'• •~-

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

Hon. Brenda Jesus, Council Delegate 
25th Navajo Nation Council 

ana L. Bo bro ff, Chief Le s 
Office of Legislative Counsel 

DA TE: April 24, 2023 

Honorable Crystalyne Curley 
Speaker 

25'" Navc1jo Nation Council 

SUBJECT: AN ACTION RELATING TO THE NAABIK'IY A. Tl' COMMITTEE; 
CONFIRMING THE SPEAKER OF THE 25TH NAVAJO NATION 
COUNCIL'S APPOINTMENTS TO THE NAABIK'IY A. Tl' COMMITTEE'S 
GAMING SUBCOMMITTEE 

I have prepared the above-referenced proposed resolution and associated legislative summary 
sheet pursuant to your request for legislative drafting. Based on existing law and review of 
documents submitted, the resolution as drafted is legally sufficient. As with any action of 
government however, it can be subject to review by the courts in the event of proper challenge. 

The Office of Legislative Counsel confirms the appropriate standing committee(s) based on the 
standing committees powers outlined in 2 N.N.C. §§301, 40i, 501, 601 and 701. Nevertheless, 
"the Speaker of the Navajo Nation Council shall introduce [the proposed resolution] into the 
legislative process by assigning it to the respective oversight committee(s) of the Navajo Nation 
Council having authority over the matters for proper consideration." 2 N .N. C. § 164(A)(5). 

Please ensure that his particular resolution request is precisely what you want. You are encouraged 
to review the proposed resolution to ensure that it is drafted to your satisfaction. 

Office <if Legislative Counsel I 77,e Legislative Branch I Post Office Box 3390 I Window Nock. Ari=<ma I 86515 



THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW PUBLICATION 

LEGISLATION NO: _0092-23_ SPONSOR: Brenda Jesus 

TITLE: An Action Relating to the Naabik'iyati' Committee; Confirming the 
Speaker of the 25th Navajo Nation Council's Appointments to the Naabik'iyati' 
Committee's Gaming Subcommittee 

Date posted: May 01, 2023 at 6:08PM 

Digital comments may be e-mailed to comments@navaio-nsn.gov 

Written comments may be mailed to: 

Executive Director 
Office of Legislative Services 

P.O. Box 3390 
Window Rock, AZ 86515 

(928) 871-7586 

Comments may be made in the form of chapter resolutions, letters, 
position papers, etc. Please include your name, position title, address 
for written comments; a valid e-mail address is required. Anonymous 
comments will not be included in the Legislation packet. 

Please note: This digital copy is being provided for the benefit of the Navajo Nation 
chapters and public use. Any political use is prohibited. All written comments received 
become the property of the Navajo Nation and will be forwarded to the assigned Navajo 
Nation Council standing committee(s) and/or the Navajo Nation Council for review. Any 
tampering with public records are punishable by Navajo Nation law pursuant to 17 
N.N.C. §374 et. seq. 
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