
SUMMARY OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION 

Tracking No. _--"'°'"O~l~Lf~l}_-_2-+'-f--

DATE: July 2, 2024 

RE: AN ACT RELATING TO THE LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE, THE 

HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE, THE 

RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE, THE BUDGET AND 

FINANCE COMMITTEE, AND THE NAABIK'IYATI' COMMITTEE, AND 

THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; ESTABLISHING THE "NAVAJO 

NATION ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION FUND" AND APPROVING 

A 2% ANNUAL SET-ASIDE FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO PAY FOR 

REMEDIATION ACTIVITIES AT CONTAMINATED SITES LOCATED ON 

THE NAVAJO NATION 

PURPOSE OF THIS LEGISLATION: 

to establish a new Fund to pay for environmental remediation at sites across the 
Navajo Nation, with an annual 2% set-aside from the General Fund. 

FINAL AUTHORITY and VOTE REQUIREMENT: 

The Navajo Nation Council has final authority. A simple majority vote is required. 
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25th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - Second Year, 2024 

Introduced by: 
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(Prime Sponsor) 

TrackingNo. DIL/q-24 

AN ACT 

Budget & Finance C 

Naabik'iyati' C 

Navajo Natio 

RELATING TO THE LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE, THE HEALTH, 

EDUCATION, AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE, THE RESOURCES 

AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE, THE BUDGET AND FINANCE 

COMMITTEE, AND THE NAABIK'IYATI' COMMITTEE, AND THE 

NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; ESTABLISHING THE "NAVAJO NATION 

ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION FUND" AND APPROVING A 2% ANNUAL 

SET-ASIDE FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO PAY FOR REMEDIATION 

ACTIVITIES AT CONTAMINATED SITES LOCATED ON THE NAVAJO NATION 

20 SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY 

21 A. The Law and Order Committee is a standing committee of the Navajo Nation Council with 

22 legislative authority to review and make recommendations to the Council as to proposed new 

23 enactments under the Navajo Nation Code. 2 N.N.C. §601(8)(14). 

24 B. The Health, Education, and Human Services Committee is a standing committee of the 

25 Navajo Nation Council with legislative authority over matters involving environmental 

26 health. 2 N.N.C. §401(B)(6)(a). 

27 C. The Resources and Development Committee was established as a standing committee of the 

28 Navajo Nation Council with authority over matters involving the natural environment, 

29 including water, land, and environmental protection. 2 N.N.C. §500(C). 

30 D. The Resources and Development Committee has oversight authority over the Navajo Nation 

- 1 of 6 - OLC No. 24-074-1 

mmittee 
Thence 
mmittee 
Thence 
mmittee 
Thence 
mmittee 
Thence 
mmittee 
Thence 
Council 



1 Division of Natural Resources and its subordinate departments, including the Navajo 

2 Environmental Protection Agency ("NEPA"). 2 N.N.C. §501(C)(l). 

3 E. The Budget and Finance Committee is a standing committee of the Navajo Nation Council 

4 authorized to review and recommend to the Council the management of all funds. 2 N.N.C. 

5 §164(A)(9); 2 N.N.C. §300(A); 2 N.N.C. §301(B)(2). 

6 F. The Navajo Nation established the Naabik'iyati' Committee as a Navajo Nation Council 

7 standing committee, and all proposed legislation that requires final action by the Navajo 

8 Nation Council is assigned to the Naabik'iyati' Committee for its review and consideration. 

9 2 N.N.C. §164(A)(9); 2 N.N.C. §700(A). 

10 G. The Navajo Nation Council is the governing body of the Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C. §102(A). 

11 As such, the Council has the authority to establish new funds for specific purposes that 

12 benefit the public's general health, safety, and welfare. 

13 

14 SECTION TWO. FINDINGS 

15 A. In Resolution No. CF-07-08 the Navajo Nation Council established the Hazardous 

16 Substances Fund. See 4 N.N.C. §2701(A). Pursuant to Budget and Finance Committee 

17 Resolution No. BFJA-09-11, the Fund Management Plan for the Hazardous Substances Fund 

18 was approved. 

19 B. Similar to the Hazardous Substances Fund, there is an urgent need to create an 

20 "Environmental Remediation Fund" (and a related Fund Management Plan), which Fund 

21 should be designated specifically for environmental assessment, cleanup, and remediation at 

22 former industrial sites located across the Navajo Nation. These contaminated sites present a 

23 significant danger to the public health and well-being, livestock and water supplies, as well 

24 as long-term harms to the natural environment. 

25 C. Two major examples of the many contaminated sites are Red Lake and Sawmill. The NEPA 

26 has prepared a Fact Sheet explaining the contamination of the two former industrial sites 

27 located in Red Lake and Sawmill Chapters. Total cleanup and environmental remediation is 

28 expected to cost more than $500,000,000 and last many years. EXHIBIT 1. 

29 D. The U.S. EPA has provided an assessment report for the Sawmill site. EXHIBIT 2. 

30 E. In addition to the Red Lake and Sawmill sites, there is extensive surface and groundwater 
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1 contamination at several other former business and industrial sites across the Navajo Nation, 

2 which sites urgently need assessment and remediation for the protection of the public health, 

3 that of livestock, and that of sacred plants, herbs, and the natural environment. EXHIBIT 3. 

4 F. The NEPA has prepared a project Ranking Sheet for the ranking of those projects that should 

5 be prioritized. EXHIBIT 4. 

6 G. The Navajo Nation finds that, rather than approving piecemeal funding for cleanup projects, 

7 establishing the new "Navajo Nation Environmental Remediation Fund" with an annual 

8 automatic set-aside of 2% of the General Fund, is in the best interest of the Navajo Nation 

9 and the Navajo People. Such Fund will provide an ongoing source of funding for extensive 

10 and long-term remediation projects, and shows the Navajo Nation's firm commitment to 

11 protecting and preserving the natural environment for the long-term health and well-being of 

12 the Navajo People. 

13 

14 SECTION THREE. ESTABLISHING THE "NAVAJO NATION ENVIRONMENT AL 

15 REMEDIATION FUND" AND APPROVING A 2% ANNUAL 

16 SET-ASIDE FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO PAY FOR 

17 REMEDIATION ACTIVITIES AT CONTAMINATED SITES 

18 LOCATED ON THE NAVAJO NATION 

19 The Navajo Nation hereby establishes the "Navajo Nation Environmental Remediation Fund" 

20 as follows: 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

* * * * 

NAVAJO NATION CODE ANNOTATED 

TITLE 4. ENVIRONMENT 

CHAPTER 18. NAVAJO NATION ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION FUND 

§2901. Establishment; purposes. 

There is hereby established a Navajo Nation financial account titled: "Navajo Nation 

Environmental Remediation Fund" (hereinafter referred to as "Fund"). The purpose 

of this Fund is to pay for the activities of the Navajo Environmental Protection 

Agency ("NEPA"), or NEPA's contractors or agents, related to the assessment, 
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cleanup, and remediation of former business and industrial sites located on the 

Navajo Nation that are contaminated with dangerous chemicals, materials, or 

substances, and that pose a danger to human health, public welfare, livestock, crops, 

groundwater, and the natural environment. 

§2902. Source of money for the Fund. 

This Fund shall consist of an annual allocation in the Navajo Nation's annual 

comprehensive budget legislation, of two-percent (2%) of the General Fund. This 

annual allocation shall be automatic and shall not require action of the Navajo Nation 

Council. Money received by the Navajo Nation from federal, state, or private grants 

or donations, may also be deposited into this Fund if such money is designated for 

any purpose related to environmental assessment, cleanup, or remediation. 

§2903. Fund Management Plan. 

All allocations and expenditures of money from this Fund shall be in accordance with 

a Fund Management Plan approved by the Budget and Finance Committee. The Fund 

Management Plan shall not permit any other entity to receive allocations from this 

Fund for any purpose; this Fund is solely for use strictly by the NEPA for the purposes 

described in Section 2901. 

§2904. NEPA administration; reporting. 

The NEPA shall administer this Fund and the NEPA Director shall report annually 

to the Navajo Nation Council on the sums deposited into the Fund, including the 

sources and uses thereof, and the use of any agents or contractors for assessment, 

cleanup, and/or remediation activities. 

§2905. No reversion. 

Any money remaining in the Fund at the end of each fiscal year shall not revert to the 

General Fund but shall remain available for use by NEPA as provided in the approved 

Fund Management Plan. 
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§2906. Restrictions. 

No money from this Fund shall be used for assessment, cleanup, or remediation of 

any facility owned by the federal government or its instrumentalities, or by any state 

government or its instrumentalities. Notwithstanding, nothing in this Paragraph shall 

prevent the NEPA from taking immediate corrective action at a facility where there 

is no solvent owner or operator or where immediate action is necessary to respond to 

an imminent and substantial threat to human health, livestock, groundwater, or the 

environment even if it is owned by the federal or state government. In such cases, the 

Navajo Superfund has the ability to cost recover. 

* * * * 

12 SECTION FOUR. DIRECTIVES 

13 A. Promptly upon the effective date of this Act, the Office of the Controller shall set up the new 

14 Environmental Remediation Fund financial account for the Navajo Nation, in accordance 

15 with normal bookkeeping procedures, and the annual 2% set-aside shall be included in the 

16 FY2025 Comprehensive Budget, and in every annual Comprehensive Budget thereafter so 

17 long as the Fund exists. 

18 B. The Navajo Nation Council hereby directs the NEPA to prepare and present a Fund 

19 Management Plan to the Budget and Finance Committee, for the Committee's approval no 

20 later than December 31, 2024. 

21 C. The Fund Management Plan shall include a provision allowing NEPA to receive funds upon 

22 approval of the Resources & Development Committee, and providing for budget transfers of 

23 funds already provided to NEPA to be approved by the Resources & Development 

24 Committee. 

25 D.No funds shall be available for expenditure by NEPA until the Fund Management Plan is 

26 approved by the Budget and Finance Committee after recommendation by the Resources and 

27 Development Committee. 

28 

29 SECTION FIVE. EFFECTIVE DATE 

30 This Action shall become effective as provided in 2 N.N.C. §221(B), 2 N.N.C. §1005(C)(l0), 
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1 and2N.N.C.§164(A)(l7). 

2 

3 SECTION SIX. SAVING CLAUSE 

4 If any portion of this Action is determined invalid by the Navajo Nation Supreme Court, or by 

5 a District Court of the Navajo Nation without appeal to the Navajo Nation Supreme Court, the 

6 remainder of this Action shall be the law of the Navajo Nation. 

7 

8 SECTION SEVEN. CODIFICATION 

9 The provisions of this Act which amend or adopt new sections of the Navajo Nation Code shall 

10 be codified by the Office of Legislative Counsel. The Office of Legislative Counsel shall 

11 incorporate such amended provisions in the next codification of the Navajo Nation Code. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 
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2300 Clayton Road, Suite 900 
~ w .. 1on!ol,nom,1nc 

Concord, CA 94520 
____ -• M-.w,e,ton,olm;oa,.<om 

Mr. Jeremy Johnstone 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 9, Emergency Response Section 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

Subject: Sawmill, AZ Asbestos Removal Assessment 
Sawmill Chapter, Navajo Nation, Arizona 
Task Order (TO) No.: 68HE0919F0081-20 
Document Control No.: 0145-08-AAXL 

Dear Mr. Johnstone: 

EXHIBIT ,,__ 
September 2, 2022 

Under TO No. 68HE0919F0081-20, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 9 
tasked the Weston Solutions, Inc. (WESTON®) Superfund Technical Assessment and Response 
Team (START) to assist the EPA Federal On-Scene Coordinator (FOSC) at the Sawmill, AZ 
Asbestos Removal Assessment in Sawmill, Apache County, Arizona, in the Sawmill Chapter of 
the Navajo Nation (Figure 1). The objective of this Removal Assessment was to further evaluate 
the presence of asbestos associated with the former Drying Kiln Building as well as perform an 
assessment of the building material debris located throughout the Site. This letter report 
summarizes the support activities provided by START for the Sawmill, AZ Asbestos Removal 
Assessment. 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

The Sawmill, AZ Asbestos Site is near Indian Service Route 7 in Sawmill, Apache County, 
Arizona, in the Sawmill Chapter of the Navajo Nation. The geographic coordinates for the 
approximate center of the Site are Longitude 35° 54' 811 North and Latitude 109° 9' 50" West. The 
Site is approximately 7 acres and includes the former drying kiln area, power plant area, and serval 
unknown features (Figure 2). 

The Site is approximately 7,675 feet above mean sea level and is flat with regional topography 
sloping gently to the southeast toward the Quartzite Wash Reservoir, approximately 1 mile away. 

BACKGROUND 

Construction at the Sawmill, AZ Asbestos Site started in 1939 and the Site was decommissioned 
after Navajo Forest Product Industries was brought online, around 1962. Historically, several 
buildings were present on-site, including a drying kiln building, a power plant, and several 
unknown buildings. It appears all structures have been demolished with only concrete slabs or 
minimal remnants remaining except for the former Drying Kiln Building. The Site is unfenced 
with open access and shows obvious signs of trespassing. 

A Site visit was conducted by EPA and Navajo Nati~n Environmental Protection Agency 

Sawmill. AZ Asbestos Removal Assessment 
Final ulltr Report 
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(NNEPA) in the summer of 2021. Collected samples confirmed the presence of asbestos
containing material (ACM) in building materials. The roof of the former Drying Kiln Building has 
collapsed but the walls are standing. Analytical results from previous sampling show asbestos 
concentration of the black wall coating is 3% chrysotile and the concrete was non-detect. 

FIELD ACTIVITIES -JULY 12, 2022 

On July 12, 2022, EPA and START personnel participated in a Site walk with NNEPA. The Site 
walk was performed to further evaluate the building materials associated with the former Drying 
Kiln Building for the presence of asbestos. In addition, an assessment was performed during a Site 
walk to evaluate building material debris located throughout the Site for the presence of asbestos. 
Samples were collected from the former Drying Kiln Building, a concrete trough to the west, and 
from the former Power Supply Building. A certified asbestos building inspector performed the 
sampling. Sampling locations were selected by the EPA FOSC and the asbestos building inspector 
in the field. · 

To perform the assessment, START collected 12 bulk asbestos samples from the Site (Figure 3). 
Analytical reports and chain-of-custody documentation are included in Appendix B. 

The bulk asbestos samples collected at the Site were sealed in the appropriate sample container, 
assigned a discrete sample identification number, and submitted using proper chain-of-custody 
procedures. The bulk building material samples were submitted to EMC Labs Inc. (EMC) and 
analyzed by polarized light microscopy (PLM) by EPA Method 600/R-93/116. EMC is an 
accredited laboratory in the National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation Program (NVLAP) for 
bulk asbestos fiber analysis. 

ANALYTICAL RESULTS 

Twelve bulk samples were collected, and 13 separate layers were analyzed. Of the 13 bulk samples 
collected, nine samples contained asbestos at concentrations ranging from 3% to 80% chrysotile. 
Sample results are show below in Table 1. Figure 3 shows the location of the asbestos bulk 
samples collected at the Site. 

Samnte Number 

SAZ-BS-001 

SAZ-BS-002 

SA2'rBS-003 
SAZ-BS-004 

(Lavern 
SAZ-BS-004 

(Laver2) 

Sawmill, AZ Asbestos Removal Assessment 
Flnaf Letter Report 

Table 1 
Bulk Sample Results - July 2022 

Bulk Samnte Descrintion 

Membrane, Black 

Membrane, Black 

Membrane, Black 

Transite, Off White 

Corrugated Roofing, Gray 

2 

Asbestos (% I T:rnel 

5% Chrysotile 

5% Chrysotlle 

5% Chrysotlle 

15% Chrysotlle 

8% Chrysotile 

TO No. 68HE0919F0081·20 
DCN: 0145-08-AAXL 
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Samnle Number 

SAZ-BS-005 

SAZ-BS-006 

SAZ-BS-007 

SAZ-BS-008 

SAZ-BS-009 

SAZ-BS-010 

SAZ-BS-011 

SAZ-BS-012 

Bulk Samnle DescriQtion 

Asphaltic Roofing, Black 

Asphaltic Roofing, Black/ Gray 

Concrete, Off White w/ Black 

Patch, Black 

Patch, Black / Gray 

Concrete under Corrugated Roof, Off White 

Fiberboard / Aircell, Black/ Gray 

Mortar, Beige/Gray 

September 2, 2022 

Asbestos {% / Tyne} 

Not Detected 

Not Detected 

Not Detected 

5% Chrysotile 

10% Chrysotile 

3% Chrysotile 

80% Chrysotile 

Not Detected 

Note: * Samples were analyzed by PLM by EPA Method 600/R-93/116 by EMC Labs Inc. 

DISCUSSION 

Based-on the analytical results of the samples collected during the Site walk, building materials 
are present at the Site with an asbestos content in excess of I%. The ACM can be found scattered 
throughout the Site and in the area around the former Drying Kiln Building. 

Building materials associated with the former Drying Kiln Building have an asbestos content in 
excess of 1 %. Because the concentrations are above 1 %, the materials are designated as ACM. 
Table 2 below serves to provide an estimate for the quantities of building materials estimated to 
contain asbestos greater than 1 %. The estimates are based on a structure size of approximately 85 
feet in length by 80 feet in width by 25 feet in height. Minimal asbestos coating was observed on 
the interior walls of the former Drying Kiln Building. 

Table2 
Former Drying Kiln Building Material Estimates -July 2022 

Material Type Quantity 

Asphaltic Roofing with Mastic 6,800 SF 

Coating on Interior Concrete Walls 3,000 SF 

Corrugated Transite Roofing 6,800 SF 

Notes: 
SF = square feet 

The building materials identified to be ACM associated with the former Drying Kiln Building have 
deteriorated and have been dispersed by the wind to the surrounding area. Visibly identifiable 
ACM was observed in significant quantities at varying distances along each side of the structure 
ranging from 20 feet to 75 feet. The most significant presence of ACM appears to be located on 
the north and west side of the structure. 

Sawmill, AZ Asbestos Removal Assessment 
Final Lmer Report 

3 TO No. 6811E0919F0081•20 
DCN: 0145-08-AAXL 



~ ---~- September 2, 2022 

An asbestos evaluation was performed for various building material debris that was observed 
throughout the Site as a result of historical demolition activities. The assessment identified 
building material debris that contained asbestos in concentrations greater than 1 % at various 
locations throughout the Site. The ACM identified included transite roof panels, fiberboard, 
corrugated roofing, and a black membrane. The remnants of this ACM appear to be present in 
various amounts throughout the Site. A majority of the identified ACM is located in and around 
the former Drying Kiln Building and the Power Supply Building. Some of the ACM is scattered 
about the Site and is not near one of these large sources. 

SUMMARY 

EPA tasked START to provide support during the Sawmill, AZ Asbestos Removal Assessment in 
Sawmill, Arizona. The assessment was performed to further evaluate the building materials 

. surrounding the former Drying Kiln Building for the presence of asbestos. Based on the analytical 
results of the samples collected during this Site walk, building materials that are ACM are 
associated with the former Drying Kiln Building. These materials include transite roof panels, 
fiberboard, corrugated roofing, and a black membrane on the interior concrete of the building. 

An asbestos evaluation was performed for remnant building debris that was observed at various 
locations throughout the Site as a result of historical demolition activities. The assessment 
identified building material debris that contained asbestos in concentrations greater than 1 % at 
various locations throughout the Site. Based on the data obtained to date, additional assessment 
activities appear to be required to ensure remnant debris from the historical demolition work is 
managed and disposed of appropriately. 

Should you have any questions regarding the information presented in this letter report, please 
contact me at (480) 477-4918, or at Greg.Roussos@WestonSolutions.com. 

Attachments: 
A-Figures 
B - Analytical Data Packages 
C - Photographic Log 

cc: WESTON START DCN File 

Sawmill, AZ Asbestos Removal Assessment 
Final Leiter Report 

Respectfully, 

Weston Solutions, Inc. 

G:§tatf~ 
START Project Manager 

4 TO No. 6811E0919F0081·20 
DCN: 014S-08-AAXL 



ATTACHMENT A 
FIGURES 
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ATTACHMENT B 
ANALYTICAL DATA PACKAGES 



Client: 
Address: 

Collected: 

EMC LABS, INC. 
9830 S. 51st Street, Suite 8109, Phoenix, AZ 85044 

Phone: 800-362-3373 or-480-940-5294- Fax: (480) 893-1726 

Bulk Asbestos Analysis by Polarized Light Microscopy 
NVLAP#101926-0 

WESTON SOLUTIONS 
2300 CLAYTON RD, STE 900 

CONCORD, CA 94520 
07/12/2022 

Job# /P.O.#: 

Date Received: 

Date Analyzed: 

Date Reported: 

07/15/2022 

07/22/2022 

07/22/2022 

Laboratory Report 

0276130 

Project Name: SAWMILL, AZ ASBESTOS 

Address: 

EPA Method: 
Submitted By: 

EPA 600/R-93/116 
GREG ROUSSOS 

Collected By: 

Lab ID Sample Layer Name/ Asbestos Asbestos Type Non-Asbestos 
Client ID Location Sample Description Detected (%) Constituents 

0276130-001 Membrane, Black Yes Chrysolile 5% 

SAZ-BS-001 Carbonates 
Quartz 
Binder/Filler 95% 

0276130-002 Membrane, Black Yes Chrysotile 5% 

SAZ-BS-002 Carbonates 
Quartz 
Binder/Filler 95% 

0276130-003 Membrane, Black Yes Chrysotile 5% 

SAZ-BS-003 Carbonates 
Quartz 
Binder/Filler 95% 

0276130-004 LAYER 1 Yes Chrysotile 15% 

SAZ-BS-004 Transite, Off White Carbonates 
Gypsum 
Quartz 
Binder/Filler 85% 

LAYER2 Yes Chrysotile 8% Cellulose Fiber 2% 
Corrugated Roofing, Gray Carbonates 

Gypsum 
Quartz 
Binder/Filler 90% 

0276130-005 Asphaltic Roofing, Black No None Detected Cellulose Fiber 18% 

SAZ-BS-005 
Synthetic Fiber 
Carbonates 

2% 

Gypsum 
Quartz 
Binder/Filler 80% 
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EMC LABS, INC. Laboratory Report 

Client: 
Address: 

9830 S. 51st Street, Suite B109, Phoenix, AZ 85044 
Phone: 800-362-3373 or 480-940-5294 - Fax: (480) 893-1726 

Bulk Asbestos Analysis by Polarized Light Microscopy 
NVLAP#101926-0 

WESTON SOLUTIONS Job#/P.O. #: 
2300 CLAYTON RD, STE 900 Date Received: 

-CONCORD, CA 94520 Date Analyzed: 

Collected: 07/12/2022 Date Reported: 

07/15/2022 
07/22/2022 
07/22/2022 

Project Name: SAWMILL, AZ ASBESTOS 

Address: 

EPA Method: 
Submitted By: 

Collected By: 

EPA 600/R-93/116 
GREG ROUSSOS 

0276130 

Lab ID Sample Layer Name/ Asbestos Asbestos Type Non-Asbestos 
Client ID 

0276130-006 
SAZ-BS-006 

0276130-007 
SAZ·BS-007 

0276130-008 
SAZ-BS-008 

0276130-009 
SAZ-BS-009 

0276130-010 
SAZ-BS-010 

0276130-011 
SAZ-BS-011 

Location Sample Description Detected (%) 

Asphaltic Roofing, Black / Gray No None Detected 

Concrete, Off White w/ Black No None Detected 

Patch, Black Yes Chrysotile 

Patch, Black/ Gray Yes Chrysotile 

Concrete under Corrugated Roof, . Yes Chrysolile 
Off White 

· Fiberboard / Aircell, Black/ Gray Yes Chrysolile 

5% 

10% 

3% 

80% 

Constituents 

Cellulose Fiber 

Carbonates 
Quartz 
Binder/Filler 

Quartz 
Gypsum 
Mica 
Carbonates 
Binder/Filler 

Carbonates 
Quartz 
Binder/Filler 

Carbonates 
Quartz 
Binder/Filler 

Carbonates 
Gypsum 
Quartz 
Binder/Filler 

Cellulose Fiber 

Carbonates 
Quartz 
Binder/Filler 

15% 

85% 

100% 

95% 

90% 

97% 

7% 

13% 
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EMC LABS, INC. Laboratory Report 

9830 S. 51st Street, Suite 8109, Phoenix, AZ 85044 
Phone: 800-362-3373 or 480-940-5294 - Fax: (480) 893-1726 

0276.130 

Bulk Asbestos Analysis by Polarized Light Microscopy 
NVLAP#101926-0 

Client: WESTON SOLUTIONS 
Address: 2300 CLAYTON RD, STE 900 

CONCORD, CA 94520 
Collected: 07/12/2022 

Project Name: SAWMILL, AZ ASBESTOS 

Address: 

Lab ID 
Client ID 

0276130-012 
SAZ-BS-012 

Sample 
Location 

Analyst - Matt Kettler 

Layer Name/ 
Sample Description 

Mortar, Beige/ Gray 

Job#/ P.O.#: 

Date Received: 

Date Analyzed: 

Date Reported: 

EPA Method: 
Submitted By: 

Collected By: 

07/15/2022 

07/22/2022 

07/22/2022 

EPA 600/R-93/116 

GREG ROUSSOS 

Asbestos Asbestos Type Non-Asbestos 
Constituents Detected (%) 

No None Detected 

Gypsum 
Carbonates 
Quartz 
Binder/Filler 

Signatory • Lab Director - Kurt Kettler 

D&s,~ndty ltJIIIMld, 11sty1epar•Dfe layers al•~• are anaJyn:d aa aubumples of a,e W\Ole l"d •• rep0f1ed separately for eact'I O,Si;em.t,le '8yrit:1. M anafyln are denWd tom Calibtlted v11ual hllmal.e end meaaured 
n ., .. percent unleu oth.-.lH noted. The re:pott applies to l'le 1tand1rdl or proeeNn kientilled and lo lhe 11rnP'9(1) lnbd. Tht test rnl41:1 are not ne-ce·uarity lnd1catlv111 or rept'et.ntattve of lhe quaUta of 1he lot 
rrom W'\kfl the aample was taken or of apparenfy idenUGat or simbr proOJcts, nor Oo l'ley repre-unt an on11olng c,.ieity 1uur1nce program unless 10 not•d. Th•H reportl era for th• e11d.11iv. UH of '1• adchuitd dent and 

flat fleyWII not be reproduced.tiollyor in part tor aMftls.,g Of other purposn over ow 1lgnat.1r• o, In conn•cton Wllh our name lildlout 1pedal wntt1n permitsion, The report tt\all not b• reproduced except .In t,I, '4illlthout 
wna.n approval bi our laboratory. Th• 1,mplH riot dealr•d in t111lng •r• ,.tain•d I maximum of thirty days. Th• labor.to,y mH•ur•m•nt of uncertainty for Iha le-It method la &ppfoximatefv leH lhan 1 bi arH percent. 
Acc:ndlted by tha National lnatNute of Stand•rda and Teehno~IJY, Voluntary Laboratory Acaecltation Program ro, Hlec:led Int mdiod lor HbHto1. The ac:cradit1ti011 or 1ny reports generated by this laboratory In no way 
con1atute1 or lrnplles l)f'Oduct cet1:lflcation, approval, or endonament by the Nalonal tlstltute of Standards end TedVIOlogy. The report must not be used by Iha Clent IO daim prOdlct certilc.ation, approval, or endorumenl 
by NVLAP. NIST, or any agency oft,a Federal Govemment. Po&arized Ught Mlcroacopi m1i not be conalatenlly reliabl• in det1cting 11beato1 In floor coverings end 1imilar non-.tiable organlcaly bound material,, 

100% 

-
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Page _j_ of~ 

.,.··· ·0·•. 
CHAIN OF CUSTODY 

EMC labs, Inc. 
. /; 

. (r.iit-
COMPANY NAME: 

Address: 

CONTAcr: 

Phone/Fsx: 

Email: 

. 9830 S. 51 st St., Ste B-109 
Phoenix. AZ. 85044 

(480) 940-5294 Fax (480) 893•1726 

Weston Solutions 

2300 Clayton Road, Suite 900 
Concord, CA 94520 

Greg Roussos 
513-604-4797 
Greg.Roussos@WestonSolutions.com 

Blll 10: 

LAB#: '? 7 ls,, l ?>D 
m-r: 3 iS""O 
Rec'd: JUL 15 ~ 

(If Different Location) 

Now Accepting: VISA- MASTERCARD Price Quoted: $6.50 __ / Sample $. ____ I Layers 

COMPLETE ITEMS 1-4: (FaDuretQ complete any Items ~ay e•n processing or analyzing your samples) 

1. TURNAROUND TIME: ISeme Dav RushJ [1 2 DaysJ 3-4-5 Days (6 10 Da'(S} 
.... td9!: confinnlltlon af turnaround time Is~ 
.... Additional charges for nab emlysls (plea marfcatlng department for ptfdiijj etalls) 
.... Laboratory anatysls may be aubjec:t to if it tennure not mat 

2. TYPE OF ANAL VSIS: IBulk•P 
3. DISPOSAL INSTRUCTIO 

4. Profect Name: Sawmill, AZ Asbestos 

· P.O. Number: 

EMC 
SAMPLE II 

CUENT 
SAMPLEII 

DATE&TIME 
SAMPLED 

rof ect Number: 

LOCATION/MATERIAL 
lYPE 

Samples 
Accepted 
Yes/ No 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N . 

N 

N 

y N 

V N 

AlllSAMIUINFO/COMMENTS 

ON OFF fl.OW 
RATE' 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:.__,,,_~...,,...,r:-=-.h-------------,:0----,,,---=-------
Sample Collector: (Print) /4., RAJ~.,.4 (Signature)~ 2 .h,q: 
Relinquished by: ~~ Date/Time: 7/rp_/2.7-- Received by:~~ Datetnme:~ 
Relinquished by;. __________ Oate/Time:. _ __,. _ __,.. Received by~o Datetnme~:;,, 

Relinquished by; J)~~ Datemme 1\t~h.,v ~~A6lcefved b~--1-~~;;------- Datei1frtii:~ 
** In the event of any dispute between the above parties for these seivlces or otherwise, parties agree that Jurisdiction and venue will tlf.., 
In Phoenix, Arizona and prevailing party will be entitled to attorney's fees end court costs. 
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ATTACHMENT C 
PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 



Project Name: 

Sawmill, AZ Asbestos 

Photo 
No.1 

Date: 
9/30/2021 

Direction Photo 
Taken: 

Southwest 

Description: 

overview of the former 
Drying Kiln Building 

Photo 
No.2 

Date: 
9/30/2021 

Direction Photo 
Taken: 

East 

Description: 

Example of suspected 
ACM debris 
surrounding the former 
Drying Kiln Building 

Attachment C 

Site Location: 

Sawmill Chapter, Navajo Na~ion 
Sawmill, Apache County, Anzona 

Page I of3 

PHOTOGRAPH LOG 

TO No.: 

68HE0919F0081-20 

•"it[· 1 

0145-08-AAXL 



Project Name: 

Sawmill, AZ Asbestos 

Photo 
No.3 

Date: 
9/30/2021 

Direction Photo 
Taken: 

West 

Description: 

View inside the former 
Drying Kiln Building 
showing collapsed roof 

Photo 
No.4 

Date: 
7/12/2022 

Direction Photo 
Taken: 

North 

Description: 

Sample SAZ-BS-001, 
black membrane on 
trough west of the 
former Drying Kiln 
Building. 

Attachment C 

Site Location: 

Sawmill Chapter, Navajo Nation 
Sawmill, Apache County, Arizona 

Page2of3 

PHOTOGRAPH LOG 

TO No.: 

68HE0919F0081-20 

0145-08-AAXL 



Project Name: 

Sawmill, AZ Asbestos 

Photo 
No.5 

Date: 
7/12/2022 

Direction Photo 
Taken: 

East 

Description: 

Sample SAZ-BS-004, 
corrugated roofing 
material adjacent to 
former Drying Kiln 
Building 

Photo 

No.6 
Date: 

7/12/2022 

Direction Photo 
Taken: 

North 

Description: 

Sample SAZ-BS-009, 
black sealant in cracks 
along the north wall of 
bay 2 in the former 
Drying Kiln Building 

Attachment C 

Site Location: 

Sawmill Chapter, Navajo Nation 
Sawmill, Apache County, Arizona 

Page 3 of3 
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EXHIBIT 

'I 
Navajo Nation Environmental Protection Agency Brownfi 

Environmental Remediation Fund Priority Ranking Process 

A brownfield site inventory is a planning tool. The Navajo Environmental Protection Agency 
(Navajo EPA) Brownfields Program has developed a comprehensive, publicly accessible 
inventory of known Brownfields sites within the Navajo Nation. At its most basic, this inventory 
should be a list of all Brownfield sites within the boundaries of the Navajo Nation. The Brownfields 
Program's inventory takes the form of a simple spreadsheet. It is a living document and 
maintaining and updating it are requirements of the USEPA 128(a) grant that funds the program. 
The Brownfields Inventory must be updated at least yearly. 

When selecting a Brownfields site to be cleaned up in preparation for redevelopment* using the 
Environmental Remediation Fund, the Environmental Remediation Fund Priority Ranking Criteria 
must be considered. 

The Navajo EPA Brownfields Program will select sites for cleanup using Priority Ranking Criteria. 
Also, communities may apply to the Navajo EPA Brownfields Program with sites for consideration 
whether or not they are not on the Brownfields Inventory. Communities must form a stakeholders 
committee to petition the Navajo EPA Brownfields Program Manager or the appropriate Navajo 
EPA Division or Department Manager, with members from local businesses and community 
groups. These groups will bring transparency to this process, along with the community's differing 
perspectives. 

Environmental Remediation Fund Priority Ranking Criteria 

Criteria: 
1) Contamination 

a) Is a site known to be contaminated? 
i) Has the site already begun the contamination investigation and assessment 

process? 
ii) Known contamination type(s), danger, and extent. 
iii) Transportation of contamination via groundwater, soil, wind, and other means. 

b) Suspected contamination? 
i) Can one infer, based on prior site activities, that a site is at low or high risk for 

contamination? 
2) Geographic regional floodwater, wind, and other erosional effects. 

a) Proximity to housing, pasture, and recreation areas. 
3) Existing land use. 
4) Cultural resources in the area. 
5) Infrastructure: 

a) Whether the site has the necessary infrastructure for redevelopment at or nearby, 
including: 
i) roads 
ii) utilities 
iii) drainage. 

6) Location: Whether the site is in a desirable location for redevelopment such as 
a) Close to amenities 
b) Close to recreation areas. 
c) High-tourist corridor areas. 

7) Geographic region 
a) Already part of a defined township, withdrawn area, or other redevelopment area? 
b) A blighted section of a community? 



Other things to consider. 
1) Existing land use 
2) Predominantly residential areas? 
3) Commercial areas? 
4) Proximity to sensitive cultural locations? 

a) Are sites near schools and parks? 
b) Archaeological cultural resources? 

5) Natural resources 
a) Useful to protect a wetland? 
b) Is there a nearby stream or lake? 

Using The Navajo EPA Brownfields Program's Brownfields Site 
Inventory to prioritize/Rank sites. 

Once the most important criteria are determined, move to prioritization or ranking of the sites. 

Assign a numeric value to each of the above criterion. 

Example. Using the proximity of a site to a popular recreation area as the criterion. 
• If a site adjoins a campground, lake, trail system, or other recreation area it's assigned a 

value of 5. 
• Within 250 feet (ft) = 4. 
• Within 500 ft = 3. 
• Within 750 ft = 2. 
• Greater than 1,000 ft = 1. 

Expand and rank each of the criteria similarly. Then sum the numeric values for each site and 
sort from highest to lowest. 

Now there is a prioritized Brownfields site inventory! 

Benefits to having a prioritized Brownfields site inventory. 

• Ability to quickly select a site if investigation and remediation funds become available. 
• Confidence that the limited funds are being spent investigating and cleaning up the sites 

that are most important to the community. 
• Ability to point to an objective methodology if community members ask why a particular 

site was (or wasn't) chosen. 
• Finally, having help from a steering committee of stakeholders can lead to greater buy-in 

from the larger community. Projects are more successful when everyone's interests are 
aligned towards the same result. 

References: 
• Fund Management Plan, Hazardous Substances Fund, Navajo Nation EPA, January 4, 2011. 
• USEPA Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response Hazard Ranking System Guidance Manual 

Publication 9345.1-07, PB92-963377, EPA 540-R-92-026, November 1992. 

* Redevelopment is defined as all of the usual redevelopment goals intrinsic to Brownfields 
redevelopment but is also defined as simply being returned to a state of being before the land 
was contaminated. 



Office of Legislative Counsel 
Phone: (928) 871-7166 
Fax: (928) 871-7576 

MEMORANDUM 

TO : Hon. Andy Nez, Member 
Health, Education, and Human Services Committee 
25th Navajo Nation Council 

FROM: Y._,.__,t,,,~ r.~L~ ~ ~e D. Tapahe, Principal Advocate 
Office of Legislative Counsel 

DATE : July 2, 2024 

Hon. Crystalyne Curley, Speaker 
251

" Navajo Nation Council 
2023-2027 

RE: AN ACT RELATING TO THE LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE, THE 
HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE, THE 
RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE, THE BUDGET AND 
FINANCE COMMITTEE, AND THE NAABIK'IYATI' COMMITTEE, AND 
THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; ESTABLISHING THE "NAVAJO NATION 
ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION FUND" AND APPROVING A 2% 
ANNUAL SET-ASIDE FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO PAY FOR 
REMEDIATION ACTIVITIES AT CONTAMINATED SITES LOCATED ON 
THE NAVAJO NATION 

Per your request, the Office of Legislative Counsel has prepared the above-described proposed 

legislation. OLC finds this draft to be legally sufficient, but as with any action of the Navajo 

Nation government, it can be challenged under applicable laws. 

This legislation will be assigned to the appropriate Standing Committees of the Navajo Nation 

Council in accordance with the Speaker's authority under title 2 of the Navajo Nation Code. 

Please review this legislation and its exhibits, to make sure that everything is satisfactory and in 

order. You should contact me immediately if any edits are needed, or if you have any questions or 

concerns. I can be reached at the Office of Legislative Counsel at (928) 871-7166 or via email at 

luralenetapahe@navajo-nsn.gov. 

The Navajo Nation I Office of Legislative Counsel I The Legislative Branch IP. 0. Box 3390 I Window Rock, Arizona I 86515 



THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW PUBLICATION 

LEGISLATION NO: 0149-24 SPONSOR: Dr. Andy Nez 

TITLE: An Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, the Health, Education, 
and Human Services Committee, the Resources and Development Committee, the 
Budget and Finance Committee, and the Naabik'iyati' Committee, and the Navajo 
Nation Council; Establishing the "Navajo Nation Environmental Remediation 
Fund" and Approving a 2% Annual Set-Aside from the General Fund to Pay for 
Remediation Activities at Contamination Sites Located on the Navajo Nation 

Date posted: July 02, 2024 at 7:54PM 

Digital comments may be e-mailed to comments@navajo-nsn.gov 

Written comments may be mailed to: 

Executive Director 
Office of Legislative Services 

P .0. Box 3390 
Window Rock, AZ 86515 

(928) 871-7586 

Comments may be made in the form of chapter resolutions, letters, 
position papers, etc. Please include your name, position title, address 
for written comments; a valid e-mail address is required. Anonymous 
comments will not be included in the Legislation packet. 

Please note: This digital copy is being provided for the benefit of the Navajo Nation 
chapters and public use. Any political use is prohibited. All written comments received 
become the property of the Navajo Nation and will be forwarded to the assigned Navajo 
Nation Council standing committee(s) and/or the Navajo Nation Council for review. Any 
tampering with public records are punishable by Navajo Nation law pursuant to 17 
N.N.C. §374 et. seq. 
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Education, and Human Services Committee, the Resources and Development 
Committee, the Budget and Finance Committee; ·and the Naabik'iyati' 
Committee, and the Navajo Nation Council; Establishing the "Navajo Nation 
Environmental Remediation Fund" and Approving a 2% Annual Set-Aside 
from the General Fund to Pay for Remediation Activities at Contamination 
Sites Located on the Navajo Nation 
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7/8/24, 7:59 AM Comment to Support Legislation No. 0149-24 sponsored by Dr. Andy Nez 

t;, Reply all I v iiii Delete Junk I v ••• X 

Comment to Support Legislation No. 0149-24 sponsored by Dr. Andy Nez 

lnbox 

Natanya Garnenez 
Yesterday, 9:12 PM 

comments ~ 

Dear Honorable Delegates of the 25th Navajo Nation Council, 

!;, Reply all Iv 

I, Natanya V. Garnenez, fully encourage the honorable Delegates of the 25 Navajo Nation Council to 
support approval of Legislation No. 0149-24 to establish a new Fund to pay for 
environmental remediation at the sites across the Navajo Nation, with an annual 2% set-aside from the 
General Fund. 

I am a life-long resident and active community member of the Red Lake #18 Chapter. It is in our best 
interest to support this legislation to help clean-up the former Navajo Forest Products Industry (NFPI) 
contaminated site. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me by email. 
Thank you, 

Natanya V. Garnenez 
Active Red Lake #18 Community Member 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 

https://webmail.navajo-nsn.gov/owa/projection.aspx 1/2 



LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE 
25Tn NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

SECOND YEAR 2024 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

Madame Speaker, 

The LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE to whom has been assigned: 

Legislation No. 0149-24: An Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, the Health, 
Education, and Human Services Committee, the Resources and Development Committee, the 
Budget and Finance Committee, and the Naabik'iyati' Committee, and the Navajo Nation Council; 
Establishing the "Navajo Nation Environmental Remediation Fund" and Approving a 2% Annual 
Set-Aside from the General Fund to Pay for Remediation Activities at Contaminated Sites located 
on the Navajo Nation- Sponsor: Honorable Andy Nez 

Has had it under consideration and reports a DO PASS with no amendment (Consent Agenda). 

And thereafter referred to Health, Education and Human Services Committee. 

Date: July 08, 2024 

Main Motion: 
Motion 
Second 
Vote 

Honorable Steven Arviso 
Honorable Nathan Notah 
3-0-2 

Submitted, 

~ 
Eugenia Charles-Newton, Chairperson 
Law and Order Committee 
25th Navajo Nation Council 



LAW AND ORDER COMMITTEE 
25m NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting 
July 08, 2024 

Legislation No. 0149-24: An Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, the Health, 
Education, and Human Services Committee, the Resources and Development Committee, the 
Budget and Finance Committee, and the Naabik'iyati' Committee, and the Navajo Nation Council; 
Establishing the "Navajo Nation Environmental Remediation Fund" and Approving a 2% Annual 
Set-Aside from the General Fund to Pay for Remediation Activities at Contaminated Sites located 
on the Navajo Nation - Sponsor: Honorable Andy Nez 

CONSENT AGENDA 

VOTE TALLY SHEET: 

Main Motion: 
Motion: Honorable Steven Arviso 
Second: Honorable Nathan Notah 
Yea: Honorable Cherilyn Yazzie, Honorable Steven Arviso, Honorable Nathan Notah 
Nay: None 
Not Voting: Honorable Eugenia Charles-Newton 
Excused: Honorable Herman M. Daniels, Jr. 
Absent: None 

Eugema Charles-Newton, Chairwoman 
Law and Order Committee 
25th Navajo Nation Council 

Laureen Spencer, Le islative Advisor 
Office of Legislative Services 



HEAL TH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
25TH NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

SECOND YEAR 2024 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

Madame Speaker, 

The HEAL TH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE to whom has been 
assigned: 

Legislation No. 0149-24: An Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, the Health, 
Education, and Human Services Committee, the Resources and Development Committee, 
the Budget and Finance Committee, and the Naabik'iyati' Committee, and the Navajo Nation 
Council; Establishing the "Navajo Nation Environmental Remediation Fund" and Approving a 
2% Annual Set-Aside from the General Fund to Pay for Remediation Activities at 
Contamination Sites Located on the Navajo Nation 

Sponsor: Delegate Andy Nez 

Has had it under consideration and reports a Do Pass with no amendments and thence refers 
the legislation to the Resource and Development Committee. 

Date: July 8, 2024 

Main Motion: 

Respectfully submitted, 

Honor le Vine R Ja es, Chairperson 
Health, Education Human Services Committee 
251h Navajo Nation Council 

Motion: Honorable George Tolth 
Second: Honorable Andy Nez 
Vote: 2-1-3 



HEAL TH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
Regular Meeting 

July 8, 2024 

Legislation No. 0149-24: An Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, the Health, 
Education, and Human Services Committee, the Resources and Development Committee, 
the Budget and Finance Committee, and the Naabik'fyati' Committee, and the Navajo Nation 
Council; Establishing the "Navajo Nation Environmental Remediation Fund" and Approving a 
2% Annual Set-Aside from the General Fund to Pay for Remediation Activities at 
Contamination Sites Located on the Navajo Nation 

Sponsor: Delegate Andy Nez 

VOTE TALLY: 

Main Motion: 
Motion: Honorable George Tolth 
Second: Honorable Andy Nez 
Yea: Honorable Andy Nez; Honorable George Tolth 
Nay: Honorable Curtis Yanito 
Not Voting: Honorable Vince R. James (Presiding) 
Excused: Honorable Germaine Simonson; Delegate Germaine Simonson 
Absent: 
Vote: 2-1-3 

Honorable Vin 
Health, Education d Human Services Committee 
25th Navajo Nation Council 

Angelita enally, Legislative Adv." r 
Health, Education and Human Services Committee 
Office of Legislative Services 



RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
25th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

SECOND YEAR 2024 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
{CONSENT AGENDA} 

Madam Speaker, 

The RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE to whom has been assigned: 

LEGISLATION #0149-24: AN ACT RELATING TO THE LAW AND ORDER 
COMMITTEE, THE HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND HUMAN SERVICES 
COMMITTEE, THE RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE, THE 
BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE, AND THE NAABIK'iYATI' 
COMMITTEE, AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; ESTABLISHING 
THE ''NAVAJO NATION ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION FUND" AND 
APPROVING A 2% ANNUAL SET-ASIDE FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO 
PAY FOR REMEDIATION ACTIVITIES AT CONTAMINATION SITES 
LOCATED ON THE NAVAJO NATION. Sponsor: Honorable Andy Nez 

Has had it under consideration and reports a DO PASS with no amendments. 

And thereafter the legislation was referred to the Budget and Finance Committee. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~ 
Casey Allen Johnson, Vice-Chairperson 
Resources and Development Committee of 
the 25th Navajo Nation Council 

Date: July 08, 2024 - Regular Meeting (Mentmore, New Mexico) 
Location: Navajo Division of Transportation - #16 Old Coalmine Road - Mentmore, New 

Mexico 87319 

Consent Agenda Motion: 

M: Otto Tso S: Rickie Nez 
In Favor: Shawna Ann Claw; Rickie Nez; Danny Simpson; Otto Tso 
Opposition: None 
Excused: Brenda Jesus 
Not Voting: Casey Allen Johnson, Vice-Chairperson 

(NOTE: VOTE TALLY attached hereto) 
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RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
25th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

SECOND YEAR 2024 

ROLL CALL 
VOTE TALLY SHEET 
{CONSENT AGENDA) 

LEGISLATION #0149-24: AN ACT RELATING TO THE LAW AND ORDER 
COMMITTEE, THE HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND HUMAN SERVICES 
COMMITTEE, THE RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE, THE 
BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE, AND THE NAABIK'iYATI' 
COMMITTEE, AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; ESTABLISHING 
THE ''NAVAJO NATION ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION FUND" AND 
APPROVING A 2% ANNUAL SET-ASIDE FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO 
PAY FOR REMEDIATION ACTIVITIES AT CONTAMINATION SITES 
LOCATED ON THE NAVAJO NATION. Sponsor: Honorable Andy Nez 

Date: July 08, 2024-Regular Meeting (Mentmore, New Mexico) 
Location: Navajo Division of Transportation - #16 Old Coalmine Road - Mentmore, New 

Mexico 87319 

Consent Agenda Motion: 

M: Otto Tso S: Rickie Nez 
In Favor: Shawna Ann Claw; Rickie Nez; Danny Simpson; Otto Tso 
Opposition: None 
Excused: Brenda Jesus 
Not Voting: Casey Allen Johnson, Vice-Chairperson 

Honorable C ey All Johnson, Vice-Chair rson 
Resources and Development Committee 

RodneyL he, Legislative Advisor 
Office of Legislative Services 
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THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY 

LEGISLATION NO.: 0149-24 

SPONSOR: Honorable Andy Nez 

2nd Report 

TITLE: An Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, the Health, 
Education, and Human Services Committee, the Resources and Development 
Committee, the Budget and Finance Committee, and the Naabik'iyati' 
Committee, and the Navajo Nation Council; Establishing the "Navajo Nation 
Environmental Remediation Fund" and Approving a 2% Annual Set-Aside 
from the General Fund to Pay for Remediation Activities at Contamination 
Sites Located on the Navajo Nation 

Posted: July 02, 2024 at 7:54 PM 

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: July 07, 2024 

Digital Comments received: 

Comments Supporting 1) Prestene Garnenez 

Comments Opposing None 

Comments/Recommendations None 

Office of Legislative Services 

July 12, 2024; 10:58 AM 
Date/Time 
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7/9/24, 9:49 AM 

t;, Reply all I v iiii Delete Junk I v ••• 

Legislation 0149-24 

O Prestene Garnenez 
(::::) Yesterday, 4:09 PM 

comments ~ 

lnbox 

Dear Honorable Navajo Nation Council: 

Legislation 0149-24 

I am writing today to support Legislation 0149-24 to establish the Navajo Nation Environmental 
Remediation Fund where there will be an annual 2% set-aside from the General Fund to pay and/or help 
pay for remediation activities at contaminated sites on the Navajo Nation. As you may know, all our 
communities across the Navajo Nation have some sort of contaminated site whether it be abandoned 
houses that were built with asbestos and lead materials, abandoned gas stations, abandoned stores, 
etc., or in our case, an abandoned sawmill, the former Navajo Forest Products Industry (NFPI), the first 
Navajo Nation business enterprise. 

Our community has lived with the abandoned and un-remediated former NFPI sawmill site for 30 years! 
Over the last 30 years, we've seen remediation in fits and starts but ultimately, remediation and/or clean 
up of the NFPI site remains elusive because of lack of funds. Our community, working with Navajo Nation 
Environmental Protection Agency, and US EPA, has tried to access funding from the various funding 
sources available. But due to the complexity of the contamination and the length of time since abandoned 
which exacerbated the contamination further, the site remains largely unremediated. Federal funds have 
been accessed in the past and would be great to access again in the future as we believe that having a 
"match" fund could make a difference in our funding applications. We believe this 
Environmental Remediation Fund could be very helpful in leveraging more funds to help with 
assessments and environmental remediation efforts. We are not suggesting that this fund would replace 
efforts to apply for other external funds either, but rather to help with clean-up of the site. 

It also stands to suggest that this fund could help many other Navajo Nation communities that have no 
other funding sources to address their contaminated site. Grant funding can typically go to a larger more 
populous community and not rural small towns where environmental impact seems minimal to a federal 
government agency. 

Again, I hope you will support this legislation. Thank you. 

Prestene Garnenez 
Executive Director 
Navajo Townsite Community Development Corporation 

Navajo, NM 

https://webmail.navajo-nsn.gov/owa/projection.aspx 1/2 



THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY 

LEGISLATION NO.: 0149-24 

SPONSOR: Honorable Andy Nez 

3rd Report 

TITLE: An Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, the Health, 
Education, and Human Services Committee, the Resources and Development 
Committee, the Budget and Finance Committee, and the Naabik'iyati' 
Committee, and the Navaio Nation Council; Establishing the "Navaio Nation 
Environmental Remediation Fund" and Approving a 2% Annual Set-Aside 
from the General Fund to Pay for Remediation Activities at Contamination 
Sites Located on the Navajo Nation 

Posted: July 02, 2024 at 7:54 PM 

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: July 07, 2024 

Digital Comments received: 

Comments Supporting 

Comments Opposing 

Comments/Recommendations 

Legis ati~ry II 
Office of Legislative Services 

July 19, 2024; 9:39 AM 
Dateffime 
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1) Philene Tyler 

None 

None 



7/19/24, 9:23 AM 

t;> Reply all Iv iiii Delete Junk I v 

Legislaion No. 0149-24 

C1 Philene Tyler 
C::::> Sat 7/13, 7:35 AM 

comments; Philene Tyler 

lnbox 

£.) Action Items 

Legislaion No. 0149-24 

••• 

I, Philene Tyler am writing as a concern community member of Red Lake/Navajo, New Mexico. There was 
a time when Navajo, New Mexico was known for a successful lumber industry which was Navajo Forestry 
Product Industry (NFPI). The Navajo Nation was proud of their success until the plant was shut down. 
Since, the plant shut down, the town of Navajo, New Mexico was left with an eyesore. We're told there 
are dangerous chemicals left behind that are dangerous to our health, plants, wildlife, herbal plants, farm lands and even 
to communities downstream. 

As our leaders of our Dine Nation, I ask you to please support Legislation 0149-24. Help us put our community back to 
a clean environment and safe and healthy community. We look forward to the day the site is cleaned and our children, 
grandchildren are not exposed to hazard environment. 

Thank you, 
Philene Tyler 
Navajo, New Mexico 

WARNING: External email. Please verify sender before opening attachments or clicking on links. 
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Ms. Speaker: 

25th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 

Second Year 2024 

The BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE to whom has been assigned 

NAVAJO LEGISLATIVE BILL# 0149-24: 
An Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, the Health, Education and Human Services 
Committee, the Resources and Development Committee, the Budget and Finance Committee, 
and the Naabikiayti Committee and the Navajo Nation Council; Establishing the "Navajo Nation 
Environmental Remediation Fund" and Approving a 2% Annual Set-aside from the General Fund 
to Pay for Remediation Activities at Contaminated Sites Located on the Navajo Nation 
Sponsor: Andy Nez, Council Delegate 

has had it under consideration and reports the same with the recommendation that It Do 
Pass with 1 amendment. 
Amendment 1: 
1. On page 5, at line 13, delete Promptly upon the effecti-.«e date of this Act, 

and replace the deleted wording with Promptly on October 1, 2025, 

2. On page 5, at line 16, delete FY2025 and insert FY2026. 

3. On page 5, at line 20, delete 2024 and insert 2025. 

3. Renumber or re-letter succeeding paragraphs, sections, and exhibits, as necessary and 
appropriate. The Office of Legislative Services and the Office of Legislative Counsel are 
authorized to make technical edits to this legislation and its exhibits to implement the 
Committee's intent. This Amendment supersedes inconsistent language in any other 
amendment(s), which language shall be conformed to this Amendment. 
Amendment 1 Motion: Amber K. Crotty Second: Carl R. Slater Vote:5-0 Yeas: Lomardo Aseret, 
Norman M. Begay, Amber K. Crotty, Carl R. Slater, Lester Yazzie 

And, therefore referred to the NAABIKIYATI Committee 

Respectfully submitted, 

~ai 

Not Adopted: _______ _ 
Legislative Advisor 

August 6, 2024 
The vote was 4 in favor 1 opposed yeas: Lomardo Aseret, Norman M. Begay, Amber K. Crotty, 
Lester Yazzie nays: Carl R. Slater 
Main Motion: Amber K. Crotty 
Second: Lester Yazzie 



BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
August 6, 2024 
Regular Meeting 

VOTE TALLY SHEET: 

Legislation No. 0149-24: An Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, the Health, 
Education and Human Services Committee, the Resources and Development Committee, the 
Budget and Finance Committee, and the Naabikiayti Committee and the Navajo Nation Council; 
Establishing the "Navajo Nation Environmental Remediation Fund" and Approving a 2% Annual 
Set-aside from the General Fund to Pay for Remediation Activities at Contaminated Sites Located 
on the Navajo Nation 
Sponsor: Andy Nez, Council Delegate 

Motion: Amber K. Crotty 
Second: Lester Yazzie 
Vote: 4-1, Chairperson not voting, with 1 amendment 

Final Vote Tally: 

Lomardo Aseret y 
Norman M. y 

Beaav 
Amber K. Crotty y 
Lester Yazzie y 
Shaandiin 
Parrish 
Carl R. Slater n 

iin arrish, Chairperson 
Budget & Finance Committee 

i, egisla ive Advisor 
nee Committee 



THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW SUMMARY 

LEGISLATION NO.: 0149-24 

SPONSOR: Honorable Andy Nez 

4th Report 

TITLE: An Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, the Health, 
Education, and Human Services Committee, the Resources and Development 
Committee, the Budget and Finance Committee, and the Naabik'iyati' 
Committee, and the Navajo Nation Council; Establishing the "Navajo Nation 
Environmental Remediation Fund" and Approving a 2%> Annual Set-Aside 
from the General Fund to Pay for Remediation Activities at Contamination 
Sites Located on the Navajo Nation 

Posted: July 02, 2024 at 7:54 PM 

5 DAY Comment Period Ended: July 07, 2024 

Digital Comments received: 

Comments Supporting 1) Red Lake Chapter 

Comments Opposing None 

Comments/Recommendations None 

August 15, 2024; 8:17 AM 
Dateffime 
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Arva) T. McCabe 
PRESIDENT 

Roger L James 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

Loberta Mastach 
SECRETARY/TREASURER 

Dr.Andy Nez 
COUNCIL DELEGATE 

RED LAKE CHAPTER #18 

Kathleen Shurley 
CHAPTER COORDINATOR 

Florina Howard 
. GRAZING COMMITTEE 

MEMBER 

RLC-07-24-24 

RESOLUTION OF RED LAKE CHAPTER #18 

Supporting The Establishment Of A "Navajo Nation Environmental Remediation Fund" And 
Approving 2% Annual Set-Aside From The Navajo Nation General Fund To Pay For 

Remediation Activities At Contaminated Sites Located On The Navajo Nation 

WHEREAS: 

1. Pursuant to the N.N.C., Section 3(A), the Red Lake Chapter #18 is a certified chapter of the Navajo 
Nation as listed under 11 NNC, Part I, Section 1 O; and 

2. The Red Lake Chapter #18, a recognized certified local government of the Navajo Nation, vested 
with the power and authority to advocate on behalf of its constituents for the improvement of health, 
education, safety, and general welfare; and 

3. Red Lake Chapter #18 provides multiple public services to the community, including services that 
directly affect the safety and health of the community; and 

4. There are extensive surface water and groundwater contamination at several other former business 
and industrial sites across the Navajo Nation, which urgently need assessment and remediation for 
the protection of the public health, that of livestock, and that of sacred plants, herbs, and natural 
environment; and 

5. The Navajo Forest Products Industry (NFPI) in Sawmill, AZ and Navajo, NM serves as two major 
examples of the many contaminated sites, which urgently need assessment and remediation for the 
protection of the public health, that of livestock, and that of sacred plants, herbs, and the natural 
environment; and 

6. Such Fund will provide an ongoing source of funding for extensive and long-term remediation 
projects, and shows the Navajo Nation's firm commitment to protecting and preserving the natural 
environment for the long-term health and well-being of the Navajo People; and 

7. Funds should be used for the purpose of paying for the activities of the Navajo Environmental 
Protection Agency ("NEPA"), or NEP A's contractors or agents, related to the assessment, cleanup, 
and remediation of former business and industrial sites located on the Navajo Nation that are 
contaminated with dangerous chemicals, materials, or substances, and that pose a danger to human 
health, public welfare, livestock, crops, groundwater, and the natural environment; and 

8. No money from this Fund shall be used for assessment, cleanup, or remediation of any facility 
owned by the federal government or its instrumentalities, or by any state government or its 
instrumentalities. Notwithstanding, nothing in this Paragraph shall prevent the NEPA from taking 



Resolution No. RLC-07-24-24 
Page-2 

immediate corrective action at a facility where there is no solvent owner or operator or where 
immediate action is necessary to respond to an imminent and substantial threat to human health, 
livestock, groundwater, or the environment even if it is ov.ned by the federal or state government. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

1. The Red Lake Chapter hereby supports the establishment of a "Navajo Nation Environmental 
Remediation Fund" and approving 2% annual set-aside from the general fund to pay for remediation 
activities at contaminated sites located on the Navajo Nation 

CERTIFICATION 

We, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by the Red Lake Chapter at a duly 
called meeting in Navajo, New Mexico (Navajo Nation) at which a quorum was present and that same 
was passed by a vote of 28 in favor -0- opposed and _fil abstained this 28th day of July, 2024. 

Motion by: Philene Tyler 
Second by: Chrysynthia McCabe-Wilson 

Arval McCabe 
Chapter President 



25th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL 
NAABIK'IYATI' COMMITTEE REPORT 

Second Year 2024 

The NAABIK'IYATI' COMMITTEE to whom has been assigned: 

NAVAJO LEGISLATIVE BILL# 0149-24 

An Act Relating to the Law and Order Committee, the Health, Education, and Human 
Services Committee, the Resources and Development Committee, the Budget and Finance 
Committee, and the Naabik'fyati' Committee, and the Navajo Nation Council; Establishing 
the "Navajo Nation Environmental Remediation Fund" and Approving a 2% Annual Set
Aside from the General Fund to Pay for Remediation Activities at Contamination Sites 
Located on the Navajo Nation 

Sponsored by: Honorable Andy Nez 

Has had it under consideration and reports the same that the legislation WAS PASSED 
AND REFERRED TO THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL. 

Rcully Subm%--~ 
Honorable Crystalyne Curley, Chairwoman 
NAABJKiYATI' COMMITTEE 

15 August 2024 

MAIN MOTION 
Motioned by: Honorable Helena Nez Begay 
Seconded by: Honorable Otto Tso 
Vote: 11 in Favor, 02 Opposed (Chairwoman Curley Not Voting) 
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NAVAJO NATION 
440 

Amd#toAmd# 

MOT Begay, H 

Naa'bik'iyati' Committee Special Meeting 

New Business: Item A. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

SEC Tso, 0 

Yea: 11 

Arviso, S 

Begay, H 

James, V 

Nay: 2 

Yazzie, C 

Yeas: 11 

Excused: 8 

Aseret, L 
Begay, N 

Not Voting : 2 

Daniels, H 

# 0152-24; #0193-24; #0138-24 

#0149-24; #0004-24 

Nays: 2 

Jesus, B 

Johnson, C 
Nez,A 

Claw, S 

Charles-Newton, E 
Crotty, A 

Notah, N 

Excused: 8 

Nez, R 

Simonson, G 
Simpson, D 

Parrish, S 
Slater, C 

Presiding Speaker: Curley, C 

Not Voting : 2 

Tso,O 
Yanito, C 

Tolth, G 
Yazzie, L 

8/15/2024 

02:33:06 PM 

PASSED 




